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Scientific Name 
Cryptomeria japonica (L. f) D. Don. 

Family 
Cupressaceae. 

Origin 
Portugal (Açores), China, Japan, Taiwan. 

Common names 
Criptoméria (Portugal); Cryptomérie du Japon (France); Cryptomeria ou 
Japanese cedar (UK/USA); Japanisch Cryptomerie (Germany); Sugi 
(International). 

Sapwood 
Pale colour, yellowish-white, reduced thickness (2 to 5 cm). 

Heartwood 
Colour: Rosy colour, brown to purplish-black. 
Vein: Straight. 
Grain: Quite uniform. 
Texture: Few rays. 

 
 

WOOD TRANSFORMATION 
Sawing: Easy. 
Shattering: Quite simple. 
Shredding: Very thin and flexible fibers. 
Natural durability: Medium. 
Impregnability: Bad. 
Drying: Medium, medium cracks risk. 
Machining: Good. 
Finishing: Good. 
Gluing: Good. 
Nailing: Good, needs pre-drilling. 
Turning: Bad. 
Bolting: Good. 
Leaf: Interesting in flat cut and unrolled. 

 
PHYSICAL PROPORTIES 
Green weight (Kg/m3): 736 
Weight at 15 % (Kg/m3): 345 
Weight at 12 % (Kg/m3): 338 
Weight at 0% (Kg/m3): 314 
Tangential shrinkage (T%): 6,0   
Radial shrinkage (R%): 2,2 
Anisotropy (%): 3,1 
Fiber saturation moisture (%): 29 

 
MECHANICAL PROPERTIES 
Modulus of rapture to axial compression (C12) (MPa): 35 
Modulus of rapture to perpendi. tension (F12) (MPa): 65 
Modulus of elasticity to stetic bending (E12) (MPa): 7500 

 
 

Notes: 

Wood with a very pleasant odor. 

Wood similar to Cypress (=Taxodium) and to 
Redwood (=Sequoia) from North America. 

Marketing methods: All kind of products 
(see product catalog). 
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